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for the Federal Government for over 
two decades. His oldest son recently 
enlisted in the Army. He leaves behind 
his ex-wife and two sons. 

Richard Michael Ridgell was 52 years 
old and lived in Westminster, MD, in 
Carroll County. He was a Maryland 
State Police Trooper for nearly two 
decades, and spent 3 years working in 
Iraq, helping train civilian in local po-
licing. He was known to text his chil-
dren several times a day to check up on 
them and tell them he loved them, and 
coached his daughters’ softball teams. 
He was an avid photographer and loved 
taking pictures of his family. He leaves 
behind his wife and three daughters. 

Mr. President, the tragedy of every 
recent mass shooting in America has 
underscored the importance of Con-
gress passing sensible, Federal gun 
safety legislation. We know that we 
won’t be able to stop every tragedy, 
but we absolutely can save lives. Ear-
lier this year, some 4 months after the 
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary, 
there was a glimmer of hope that the 
Senate was finally working together on 
a bipartisan basis to pass reasonable 
background checks for all gun pur-
chases. This effort was fleeting, but it 
must be revived. 

We must use common sense and act 
responsibly. I am sympathetic to the 
interests of legitimate hunters and col-
lectors, but we should follow the lead 
of states like Maryland and reinstate 
the Federal ban on assault weapons 
and prohibit high-capacity ammuni-
tion clips. We should enact universal 
background checks. We must take 
steps to strengthen our mental health 
system so that individuals who need 
help with mental illness can get appro-
priate help and not have access to hand 
guns or other weapons. I know that we 
can protect our communities while 
still protecting the Constitutional 
rights of legitimate hunters and exist-
ing gun owners. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO HELYSE S. TURNER 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize a dedicated 
public servant from my home State of 
Nevada, Helyse Turner. For the past 
several years, Ms. Turner has served as 
the Business and Community Liaison 
with the Sierra Nevada Job Corps Cen-
ter. In this capacity, she has contrib-
uted to an organization whose mission 
is to assist young Nevadans obtain the 
skills they need to become successful 
professionals. She has worked closely 
with my Reno office and has been a re-
source to them as they work to meet 
the needs of my constituents. 

Ms. Turner has an impressive record 
of public service in both the non-profit 
and government sectors. In addition to 
her community service while at the Si-
erra Nevada Job Corps Center, she has 
assisted the needy by working with the 
Food Bank of Northern Nevada, and 

she has helped to responsibly manage 
Nevada’s vast public lands while serv-
ing with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. She also volunteers on a number 
of local civic boards, including the 
local Chamber of Commerce Ambas-
sador program and the Sierra Nevada 
Chapter of the Public Relations Soci-
ety of America. 

Ms. Turner exemplifies the values of 
philanthropy and community service, 
and in so doing she has had a profound 
impact on many Nevadans. I and my 
staff deeply appreciate her dedicated 
efforts and her years of service, and I 
ask my colleagues to join me in wish-
ing her the best of luck as she begins a 
new chapter with Utah’s Clearfield Job 
Corps Center. She will be greatly 
missed in the Silver State.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JIM RUBRIGHT 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
wish to honor Mr. Jim Rubright, chair-
man and CEO of RockTenn, 
headquartered in Norcross, GA, on his 
retirement. 

Jim came to the paper industry with 
a wealth of prior experience in the en-
ergy business, public company manage-
ment and served as a partner in the law 
firm of King & Spalding LLP. 

Jim was named PaperAge’s Executive 
Papermaker of the Year in 2009 and 
2012 as well as North American Forest 
Products CEO of the Year in 2008 and 
2011. He received the first ever Global 
CEO of the Year award at the 2009 Pulp 
& Paper International, PPI, Awards in 
Munich, Germany. Jim is a leader in 
the global forest products industry, 
and his philosophy is to lead his em-
ployees by example. He focuses on the 
importance of corporate citizenship, 
giving generously of time, talent and 
funding to take care of the commu-
nities where he lives. 

Under Jim’s leadership, RockTenn 
has grown to become a highly re-
spected leader in its industry. He has 
increased shareholder value eight-fold 
with annual dividends of 18.6 percent 
for 14 years, and earlier this year led 
his company on to the Fortune 500 list 
for the first time in its history pri-
marily by engineering large acquisi-
tions. He has grown RockTenn from 
$1.3 billion in 1999 to an estimated $9.5 
billion this year, with 26,000 employees 
whom he is leaving on sound financial 
footing even in these tough economic 
times. 

It is with great pleasure that I recog-
nize Jim Rubright, a dedicated family 
man who has also left an incredible leg-
acy in his outstanding career. I have 
enjoyed working with him on issues in 
Washington over the years and wish 
him the best in his retirement.∑ 
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JOEY’S PARK 

∑ Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I 
would like to pay tribute to a little boy 
named Joey O’Donnell. Joey was a 
great kid. Full of energy. Full of 
imagination. Smart as a whip. 

Joey suffered from a rare pediatric 
disease called cystic fibrosis. The dis-
ease attacks early and it affects the 
lungs, pancreas and several other crit-
ical systems of the body. 

It is in honor of Joey that I started 
the Congressional Cystic Fibrosis Cau-
cus in the House of Representatives. 
Joey died in 1986 as a result of his wors-
ening condition. Back then we didn’t 
have the amazing life-changing thera-
pies we have now. Today, we have a 
novel and life-saving therapy known as 
Kalydeco that gives those suffering 
from cystic fibrosis and their families 
hope. It was developed by Vertex, 
headquartered in my home State of 
Massachusetts. It is the first and only 
FDA approved medication to treat a 
particular mutation associated with 
cystic fibrosis. 

It is in that spirit of hope that I wish 
to acknowledge the extraordinary ef-
forts happening today in Belmont, MA 
to once again honor Joey. Hundreds of 
Vertex employees are volunteering 
their time along with hundreds of oth-
ers to rebuild the original ‘‘Joey’s 
Park’’ in Belmont. 

I congratulate and thank those hun-
dreds of volunteers for building this 
fantastic playground, which will in-
spire hope and imagination in all kids. 
It will serve as an important place in 
the community and is a fitting way to 
honor Joey and his spirit.∑ 
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ARKANSAS NO KID HUNGRY 
CAMPAIGN 

∑ Mr. PRYOR. Madam President, today 
I wish to address the serious issue of 
childhood hunger in my home State of 
Arkansas, and the important work of 
the Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance 
and the Arkansas No Kid Hungry cam-
paign in addressing this issue. 

New data released by the United 
States Department of Agriculture on 
our Nation’s food insecurity showed 
that nearly 20 percent of Arkansas 
households struggle to provide ade-
quate food during the year. Today, 
more than one in four kids in Arkansas 
face hunger. Since 2010 the Arkansas 
No Kid Hungry campaign, a partner-
ship between the Arkansas Hunger Re-
lief Alliance under the leadership of 
Kathy Webb, the office of Arkansas 
Governor Mike Beebe, and other stake-
holders, has been committed to ending 
childhood hunger and food insecurity 
for families in my State. 

Fortunately for Arkansas, the No Kid 
Hungry campaign is hard at work to 
make sure that kids across the State 
have access to the healthy, nutritious 
foods they need. Since the No Kid Hun-
gry campaign came to Arkansas, it has 
brought 1.2 million additional meals to 
kids who need them. They are dedi-
cated to expanding access to school 
breakfast, free summer meals, and 
afterschool meals. Additionally, 
through its Cooking Matters nutrition 
education program, the Arkansas No 
Kid Hungry campaign empowers fami-
lies with the skills, knowledge, and 
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